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/’"\Rdered  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
^  Temporal  in  Parliament  Ailembled, 
That  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  be,  and 
are  hereby  given  to  the  Lord  Bilhop  of 
Brifiol ,  for  the  Excellent  Sermon  by  him 
preached  before  this  Houfe  on  Friday  laft, 
in  the  Abby-Church  3  IFejlminfler  •  and  he 
is  hereby  defir’d  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be 
forthwith  Printed  and  Publifhed. 

-  Wm  Crnper, 

Clef  Parliamentof. 
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SE  RMON 

Preach  d  before  the 

Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal 

I  N 

Parliament  AlTembled, 

AT  THE, 

Collegiate  Church 

O  F 

St.  Peter’s  Weftminfier , 

On  Friday,  December  the  1 6th y  1720. 

Being  the  Day  appointed  by  His  M  a  j  e  s  t  t: 
for  a  General  Faft  and  Humiliation  for  obtain¬ 
ing  the  Pardon  of  our  Sins,  and  averting 
God’s  heavy  Judgments  ;  and  particularly  for 
befeeching  God  to  preferve  us  from  the 
Plague,  with  which  leveral  other  Countries 

*  j 

are  at  this  Time  Vifited. 

■  .  -  1 3 

f  J 

By  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God, 
HZJ  G  H  Lord  Biilidp  of  B  r.  i  s  t  o  L. 

JL  *  ■  "  ■£& 

£  j  .. 

LONDON: 

Printed  for  Timothy  Childe,  at  the  White -Hart 
in  St.  Poufs  Church -Yard.  MDCCXX. 

Isaiah  LY.  6,  7. 

Seek  ye  the  Lord ,  'while  he  may  he 
found ,  call  ye  upon  him,  while  he 
is  near.  •# 

Let  the  W icked  forfake  his  IVay, 
and  the  unrighteous  Man  his 
Thoughts :  and  let  him  return  un¬ 
to  the  Lord ,  and  he  will  have 
Mercy  upon  him ,  and  to  our  God , 
jor  he  will  abundantly  pardon. 


N  the  Time  of  our  Health  and  Prof- 
perity,  we  are  apt  to  forget  God, 
and  negleft  the  Concerns  of  ano¬ 
ther  Life.  The  Things  o'f  this 
World  have  then  a  Reliflt  with  them  , 
and  employ  and  amufe  our  Thoughts,  fo 
as  to  exclude  out  of  our  Minds.,  a  ferious 
Confideration  of  what  is  only  the  Object 
of  Faith.  But  when  Sicknefs  or  Affli¬ 
ction  overtake  us,  or  when  any  great 
Calamity  threatens  us  •  where  we  can’t 
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readily  lee  how  to  efcape  by  human 
Means.,  then  almoft  of  Courfe  we  are  for 
flying  to  God  for  Afliftance  and  where 
no  other  Refuge  prefents  it  lelf,  are  for 
imploring  his  Protection.  And  this  fome 
do  with  fo  little  Preparation  of  Mind, 
and  in  fo  carelefs  a  Manner,  as  if  they 
thought  they  need  only  acquaint  the  great 
God,  that  they  are  willing  to  accept  of 
his  Help,  in  order  to  obtain  it  ,  and 
again  there  are  others,  who,  out  of  a  Senfe 
of  their  former  ill  behaviour  towards 
God,  can  hardly  work  up  their  Minds  to 
a  Belief,  that  God  is  gracious  and  merci' 
ful  enough  to  hear  them,  with  whatever 
Humility  and  Devotion  they  call  upon 
him.  It  may  not  therefore  be  improper 
on  this  folemn  Occafion,  when  we  are 
deprecating  one  of  the  fevered  of  Tem¬ 
poral  judgments,  from  which  no  human 
Wifdom  or  Power  can  efteChially  defend 
us,  to  enquire  with  what  Difpolitions  of 
Mind  we  ought  to  apply  to  the  Throne 
of  Grace,  io  as  to  hope  for  our  Prayers 
being  heard,  that  fo  we  may  neither  ap¬ 
pear  before  God  with  a  rude  and  vain 
Prefumption,  nor  out  of  a  Senfe  of  our 

own 
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own  Demerits  and  llnworthinefs,  be  over¬ 
whelm’d  with  Defpair,  and  difcouraged 
from  looking  out  for  Deliverance  from  the 
impending  Evil.  And  this  I  fhall  do  from 
the  Advice  given  by  the  Prophet,  in  the 
Words  of  the  Text :  Seek  ye  the  Lord3 
while  he  may  he  found  •  call  ye  upon  him y 
while  he  is  near.  Let  the  Wicked  for  lake 
his  Way ,  and  the  'Unrighteous  Man  his 
Thoughts  y.  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord , 
and  he  will  haye  Mercy,  upon  him ,  and  to 
our  Gody  fir  he  will  abundantly  pardon. 

In  fpeaking  to  which  Words  I  dial!  ob- 
ferve  : 

I.  A  Thing  imply’d  in  the  Words  *  That 
we  may  neglefi  our  Opportunity,  and  flay 
till  it  is  too  late  to  call  upon  God. 

II.  The  way  directed  to  here,  to  avert 
God’s  Judgments,  the  feeking  God}  and  cal¬ 
ling  upon  him. 

III.  The  Difpofition  of  Mind  requir’d 
in  thofe  who  would  feek  God  in  a  due 
Manner:  The  entire  Amendment  of  their 
Lives,  exprefs’d  by  the  wicked  fo faking 
his  Way ,  and  the  'Unrighteous  Man  his 
Thoughts  ;  and  returning  unto  the  Lord. 

h  B  a  And 
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And  IVthly,  and  Laftly,  The  Encou¬ 
ragement  thus  to  feek  God,  That  on  him 
who  thus  leeks  him,  he  will  have  Mercy 
and  will  abundantly  pardon  him. 

And  I  fliall  afterwards  apply  what  has 
been  faid  to  the  prefent  Occafion. 

And,  Firft,  I  (hall  obferve  a  Thing  im- 
ply’d  in  the  Text,  That  we  may  neglcft 
our  Opportunity,  and  ftay  till  it  is  too 
late  to  call  upon  God. 

For  certainly  the  Advice,  to  feek  the  Lord 
while  he  may  be  found ,  and  to  call  upon  him 
while  he  is  neary  does  imply,  that  the 
Time  may  come,  when  he  will  not  be 
fpund,  but  will  be  far  from  us;  or  in 
other  Words,  that  if  we  negleft  calling 
upon  him  at  the  proper  Seafon,  the  Time 
may  come,  when  he  will  no  more  liften 
to  our  Cry.  , 

Now  this  Day  of  Grace,  during  which 
God  is  ready  to  hear  every  one  who  feeks 
him  with  his  whole  Heart,  as  to  mod  par¬ 
ticular  Perfons  probably  lafts  as  long  as 
their  Lives  ;  and  the  fame  Mercy  of  God, 
which  continues  them  in  this  World,  dif- 
poles  him  to  accept  of  their  lincere  Re¬ 
pentance, 
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pentance,  and  hearken  to  their  Cry  at  any 
Time.  But  there  feem  to  be  fome  who 
Tor  their  outrageous  Provocations  againft 
Heaven,  and  their  obftinate  Impenitency 
under  the  moft  powerful  Means  of  Grace, 
are  by  God  given  over  to  a  reprobate 
Mind,  and  left  to  the  Condud  of  their 
own  Lufts,  and  in  the  Power  of  Satan. 
And  with  fuch,  their  Day  of  Grace  is  ' 
over  before  the  End  of  their  Lives  at 
leaf  on  this  Account,  that  God  has,  whilft 
they  are  poffibly  fill  vigorous  and  healthy, 
withdrawn  his  Grace  from  them,  and  ne¬ 
ver  will  afford  them  thofe  Affiftaaces  of 
his  Holy  Spirit ,  without  which  they  ne¬ 
ver  can  fo  call  upon  God  as  to  have  any 
Claim  to  be  heard  by  him. 

As  to  Nations ,  by  what  we  meet  with 
in  the  Scriptures,  an  irreversible  Decree 
may  go  out  againft  them  ,  after  which 
God  will  be  no  more  intreated  for  them. 
Thus  we  find  God  declaring  by  his  Pro¬ 
phet  concerning  the  Jews  a  little  before 
the  Deftrudion  of  Jerujalem  by  Nebuchad- 
ne^ar, That  though  Noah,  Job  and  Daniel 
were  to  ftand  before  him ,  and  intercede 
for  that  People ,  they  Should  only  fave 
4  .  their 
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their  own  Lives,  but  not  prevail  in  Behalf 
of  that  People.-  Now  if  we  confider  the 
Declaration  of  God  to  Abraham ,  that  the 
Iniquity  of  the  Amorites  was  not  in  his 
Time  full,  but  that  430  Years  after  he 
would  deftroy  therm,  and  give  their  Land 
to  his  Seed  •  there  feems  to  be  fuch  a 
Meafure  of  Wickednefs ,  which  when  a 
Nation  has  fill’d  up,  God  pafles  a  final  De¬ 
cree  of  Ruin  upon  them. 

It  is  certain  before  God  thus  abandons  a 
People  to  their  DeftrucHon,  he  endeavours 
by  one  judgment  after  another  to  awaken 
them  to  Pvepentance  :  And  ’tis  not  till  after 
much  Patience  and  Long-Suffering,  that 
he  quits  all  Thoughts  of  Peace  and  Mercy 
towards  them. 

But  ftill,  as  the  Decrees  of  God  are  to 
us  unknown  •  whether  it  be  private  Per- 
fons  or  a  Nation,  when  they  lie  under  or 
are  threaten'd  with  any  Judgment,  it  is  their 
Duty  to  cry  to  God  for  Deliverance.  And 
as  on  the  one  Side  Inlenffbility  under  the 
Hand  of  God  is  one  of  the  greatefi:  Sym¬ 
ptoms  of  Mens  being  abandon’d  by  God, 
and  throughly  ripe  for  the  foreft:  of  his 
Judg  ments ;  fo  on  the  other  Side,  is  there 

no 
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no  better  Sign  of  there  being  (fill  Room 
for  Mercy  under  the  fevereft  Strokes  of 
the  Divine  Juftice ,  than  God’s  pouring 
out  the  Spirit  of  Supplication  on  thofe  in 
Affii&ion  or  Danger  ,  and  their  crying 
with  great  Earneftnefs  for  Deliverance. 
And  though  in  fuch  a  Cafe  the  particu¬ 
lar  judgment  we  fear  fliould  overtake  us, 
yet  is  that  only  the  more  throughly  to 
reform  us  *  but  our  Prayers,  we  need  not 
fear  ,  will  avert  our  total  Ruin. 

Which  leads  me  to  the 

lid  Head  ,  the  Way  dire&ed  to  here, 
to  avert  God’s  Judgments,  the  peeking  God, 
and  calling  upon  him.  Seek  ye  the  Lord 
while  he  may  he  found ,  call  ye  upon  him 
while  he  is  near. 

By  both  which  Expreffions  is  meant  our 
putting  up  our  Prayers  to  God,  to  turn 
away  or  withdraw  his  Judgments  from  us. 

Prayer  is  the  great  Privilege  of  depen¬ 
dent  finful  Creatures.  As  God  is  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  our  Being  ,  he  might  difpofe  of 
us,  as  he  plcafes,  without  permitting  us  to 
make  any  Application  to  him  on  any  Oc¬ 
casion.  As  we  have  incurfd  his  Anger  by 

our 
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our  Sins,  he  might  punifh  us,  as  his  Juftice 
dire&ed,  without  Puttering  us  to  put  up 
any  Addrefs  to  him  to  alter  the  appointed 
CourPe.  But  he  is  gracioufly  pleas’d  to 
deal  with  us  in  a  manner  more  fuited  to 
our  Nature ,  and  to  our  Way  with  our 
earthly  Superiors  ;  giving  us  leave,  as  we 
think  we  want  to  do  it,  to  make  our  Sup¬ 
plications  to  him  ,  and  lay  our  Defires  be¬ 
fore  him.  And  when  his  judgments  are 
overtaking  us ,  he  is  fo  kind  as  to  let  us 
fue  for  Pardon  ,  and  intrcat  him  to  for¬ 
bear  punifning  our  Tranfgreflions. 

He  might  likewiPe,  as  he  knows  all  the 
Hearts  of  the  Children  of  Men,  de^i  w  ith 
us  according  as  he  Pees  a  Change  for  the 
better  in  the  Difpofitions  of  our  Minds, 
without  allowing  any  AddrePs  to  him.  But 
he  rather  chuPcs  to  condePcend  to  our  In¬ 
firmities  \  and  encourages  us  in  his  holy 
Word,  not  only  to  truft  in  him,  but  to 
cry  mightily  to  him  in  our  Peveral  Affli&i- 
ons ,  to  open  to  him  the  Sores  of  our 
Hearts,  to  acknowledge  and  bewail  our 
crying  Sins  and  Provocations  againft  him, 
to  humble  our  Pelves  before  him,  to  beg 
of  him  for  the  Pardon  of  our  Sins,  and  to 

in  treat 
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intreat  him  not  to  correct  us  according  to 
our  Deferts. 

And  when  on  fuch  Occafionswe  offer 
up  our  Prayers  to  him,  we  honour  God 
by  owning  his  Power,  Knowledge,  Ju- 
ftice  and  Goodnefs  •  we  ftrengthen  our 
Faith  and  Confidence  in  him,  by  plead¬ 
ing  to  him  his  moft  glorious  Attributes  and 
moft  gracious  Promifes  •  we  reprcfs  the 
Pride  and  Swellings  of  our  Minds ,  by 
confidering  and  owning  our  own  Unwor- 
thinefs  ’  and  we  beft  fortify  our  felves 
againft  continuing  in  our  Sins,  by  being  fo 
truly  fenfible  of  their  difmal  Confequences 
in  bringing  on  us  the  Wrath  of  God. 

And  God  of  his  infinite  Goodnefs  will 
not  rejeft  thofe  who  thus  call  upon  him, 
if  they  bring  with  them  thofe  other 
Difpofitions  neceffary  to  qualify  them  for 
Qbje&s  of  God’s  Mercy.  Which  leads 
me  to  the 

Illd  Head  propos’d  to  be  fpoke  to,  The 
Difpofition  of  Mind  requir’d  of  thofe 
who  would  feek  God  in  a  due  Manner, 
the  entire  Amendment  of  their  Lives,  ex- 
prefs’d  by  the  Wicked  for  faking  his  Way , 

C  and 
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and  the  unrighteous  Man  his  Thoughts ,  and 
returning  unto  the  Lord.  Which  different 
Expreffions  may  mean  one  and  the  fame 
Thing  j  and  they  may  likewife  be  taken 
for  diftin£t  Things,  all  which  together 
make  up  an  entire  Amendment  of  Life. 
And  in  this  Senfe  by  the  wicked  Man  for- 
faking  his  Way ,  we  may  underftand  his 
breaking  off  his  prefen  t  evil  Courfes ,  and 
reforming  his  outward  A&ions  j  by  the 
unrighteous  Man  for  faking  his  Thoughts ,  we 
may  underftand  his  laying  afide  all  evil 
Deligns  for  the  future,  and  correding  the 
vicious  Habits  of  his  Mind  ;  and  by  turn¬ 
ing  unto  the  Lord  ,  we  may  underftand  his 
removing  his  Afte&icns  from  this  World 
to  God,  and  living  in  Obedience  to  the 
Divine  Commands. 

One  of  the  firft  Things  done  by  a  Man 
who  is  fenfible  of  his  lying  under  the 
Stroke  or  Approach  of  God’s  Judgments, 
is  convincing  himfelf  not  only  that  he  is  a 
Sinner  in  general ,  and  deferves  Punifh- 
ment  at  the  Hands  of  God,  but  exami¬ 
ning  in  particular  what  are  his  crying  Pro¬ 
vocations  ,  that  are  pulling  down  the 
Wrath  of  God  on  his  Head.  And  where 

4  there 
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there  is  not  this  Convi&ion  and  Senfe  of 
Guilt  ,  the  Punilhment  he  fufters  will 
fooner  fet  him  on  murmuring  at  the  Pro¬ 
vidence  of  God,  and  perhaps  blafpheming, 
than  on  begging  of  God  to  remove  his 
Corre&ions.  Agreeably  to  that  in  the 
Rev.  1  6.  <p.  Men  were  f torch’d  with  great 
Heat ,  and  blafphemed  the  Name  of  God, 
which  hath  Power  over  thefe  Plagues ,  and 
they  repented  not  to  give  him  Glory. 

Another  Step  ufually  taken  by  Men 
under  fuch  Apprehensions,  is  refolving 
to  correft  what  has  thus  expos’d  them 
to  the  Divine  Vengeance.  Now  that 
the  Reformation  of  our  Lives  is  ne~ 
celfary  towards  our  prevailing  with  God, 
to  put  an  End  to  his  Judgments,  is 
the  common  Senfe  of  Mankind.  Thus 
we  find  the  King  of  Ninivph  and  his  No¬ 
bles,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Ruin  threat¬ 
en’d  by  Jonah  the  Prophet,  not  only  or¬ 
dering  a  Faji ,  and  enjoining  every  Man  to 
cry  mightily  unto  God ,  but  commanding 
every  one  to  turn  from  his  evil  Way ,  and 
from  the  Violence  that  was  in  his  Hands  j  in 
hopes  that  then  God  might  turn  and  repent, 

C  2  and 
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and  turn  away  from  his  ferce  anger  ,  that 
they  jhould  not  perijh. 

And  this  is  the  Method  every  one  flies 
to,  on  a  Bed  of  Languifhing,  and  at  the 
Approach  of  Death  :  Not  only  crying  to 
God  for  the  reftoring  their  Health  and 
prolonging  their  Life,  but  making  great 
Vows  and  Refolutions  of  leading  good 
Lives  for  the  future. 

f  * 

And  whatever  Calamity  we  labour  un¬ 
der,  it  would  be  an  outragious  Affront  to 
God,  to  beg  of  him  to  withdraw  his  Pu- 
nifhments  from  us ,  without  engaging  and 
endeavouring  at  the  fame  Time  to  quit 
thofe  Sins  that  have  provok’d  him  to  pu- 
nifli  us  :  Since  without  fo  doing,  though 
God  were  inclin’d  to  deliver  us  out  of  our 
Diftrefs  on  Account  of  our  Supplications 
to  him,  yet  the  new  Guilt  we  went  on 
contrafling  ,  would  call  down  for  new 

O  3  r 

Judgments  upon  us. 

But  indeed  the  whole  Tenor  of  the 
Scriptures  reprefents  God  as  punifhing  Men 
in  this  Life,  either  for  corr effing  their 
Manners,  or  vindicating  his  own  Honour. 
They  tell  us,  that  he  does  not  afflifi  willing - 
lyy  nor  grieve  the  Children  of  Men  y  and 
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that  he  has  no  Delight  in  the  Death  of  a 
Sinner ,  but  that  he  therefore  fends  his 
Judgments  Abroad  in  the  World,  to  make 
Men  weigh  and  confider  their  ways,  that 
if  they  are  in  any  wicked  Way,  they  may 
quit  it,  and  turn  their  Feet  to  walk  in 
God’s  Teftimonies.  And  again,  as  every 
Sin  is  a  Breach  of  God’s  Laws,  and  a  Con- 
-  tempt  of  his  Authority,  who  gave  thofe 
Laws  to  Mankind  •  and  as  the  Obftinacy 
of  a  Sinner,  in  perfevering  in  Wicked- 
nefs,  under  repeated  Calls  to  Repentance, 
is  a  fort  of  Defiance  of  God,  and  a  que- 
frioning  either  his  Knowledge  of  human 
Affairs,  or  his  Power  to  puniilr  Offenders  ‘ 
his  Honour  is  concern’d  not  to  let  Sin  go 
always  unpunifh’d,  even  in  this  Life,  but 
by  the  Calamities  he  fometimes  fends  on 
prefumptuous  Sinners,  to  fatisfy  them  and 
the  World,  that  Power,  and  Might,  and 
Dominion  belong  unto  God,  ana  that 
there  is  moft  certainly  a  Cod  that  jndgeth 
in  the  Earth. 

But  now  both  thefe  Ends  of  Punifii- 
mcnt  would  be  defeated,  if  God  remov’d 
his  chaftifing  Hand,  barely  upon  our  Pray¬ 
ers,  without  a  Pvcformation  of  our  Lives. 

The 
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The  firft  End  I  mention’d  is  this  very  Re¬ 
formation,  and  is  defign’d  by  fetting  us 
on  examining  our  Ways.  But  neither 
would  God’s  Glory  be  fecur’d,  if  we  could 
avert  his  Judgments ,  without  quitting 
thofe  Sins,  for  which  they  began  to  be 
pour’d  out  upon  us.  If  they  never  over¬ 
took  us,  how  eafily  might  we  perfuade 
our  felves,  we  were  never  in  Danger  of 
them?  If  they  were  withdrawn,  where 
they  had  yet  wrought  no  Change  in  us, 
we  might  foon  fancy  that  we  had  been 
needlefly  frighted,  and  had  cry’d  to  God, 
where  there  was  no  Occafion  for  it.  But 
our  Amendment  anfwers  the  End  God  ra¬ 
ther  defires  iliould  follow  from  his  Cha- 
ftifements,  and  leaves  Room  for  his  Brew¬ 
ing  Mercy,  fo  as  ftill  to  continue  juft  and 
righteous  in  his  Judgments. 

But  though  the  Sinner,  in  his  Sufferings 
or  Fear,  cannot  but  allow  all  this  to  be 
true,  yet  when  he  comes  to  fet  about  this 
Amendment,  in  order  to  obtain  Pardon 
of  God,  he  too  often  turns  to  By-ways, 
that  only  ferve  to  deceive  himfelf.  He 
fometimes  runs  very  much  to  the  outward 
Pra&ice  of  Piety  and  Devotion,  to  fre¬ 
quent 
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quent  Prayers,  to  Fallings,  to  reading  much 
in  the  Scriptures,  and  good  Books,  and  of¬ 
ten  receiving  the  bleffed  Sacrament,  with¬ 
out  troubling  himfelf  greatly  about  any 
Amendment.  Sometimes  he  fets  about  an 
external  Reformation,  and  forbears  the 
Commiffion  of  thofe  Sins  he  us’d  to  run 
into.,  without  attempting  any  great  Change 
of  his  Mind.  At  other  Times.,  he  may 
pretty  well  reform  what  is  amifs,  both 
within  and  without,  excepting  one  or 
more  darling  Sins.  And  if  he  goes  far¬ 
ther  frill,  he  may  fet  himfelf  againft  every 
vicious  Habit,  without  truly  labouring  to 
introduce  into  his  Mind,  every  Habit  of 
Virtue  requir’d  of  him  in  the  Law  of  God. 
But  as  all  thefe  feveral  ways  fall  Ihort  of 
what  God  expefts  from  us,  fc  neither  do 
they  fully  make  us  fuch  Obje&s  of  his 
Mercy,  as  may  depend  on  his  refeuing  us 
from  our  Danger. 

To  prevent  our  putting  any  fuch  De¬ 
ceits  on  our  (elves,  the  Prophet,  by  va¬ 
riety  of  Expreflions,  tries  to  ftir  us  up  to 
a  thorough  and  univerfal  Reformation  of 
our  Lives,  fuch  as  (hall  extend  to  our  in¬ 
ward  Thoughts,  as  well  as  outward  A&i- 
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ons ;  fuch  as  fliall  make  us  learn  to  do 
well,  at  the  fame  Time  we  ceafe  to  do 
Evil.  And  to  fecure  us  from  a  Relapfe 
to  our  former  vicious  Courfes,  he  would 
have  us  fincerely  turn  to  God,  removing 
our  Affe&ions  from  this  World.,  and  its 
enfnaring  Obje&s,  and  turning  them  to 
God,  and  thereby  making  the  enjoying 
him  hereafter,  the  great  End  of  our  Wifhes, 
and  the  Aim  of  all  our  A&ions.  And 
when  we  feek  to  God  with  a  Mind  thus 
regulated,  God  will  moft  certainly  hear 
us. 

Which  leads  me  to  the 

IV th  Head  propos'd  to  be  fpoke  to. 
The  Encouragement  there  is  thus  to  feek 
God,  That  on  him  who  thus  feeks  him,  he 
will  have  Mercy  ■  and  will  abundantly  par¬ 
don  him,  : 

And  this  is  the  very  Thing  we  defire 
and  hope  for,  when  we  cry  to  God  in 
any  Danger,  or  under  any  Calamity  ; 
and  is  what  we  may  reafonably  expeft, 
from  the  Accounts  the  Scripture  every 
where  gives  us  of  the  Goodnefs  of  God, 
defcribing  him  as  merciful  and  gracious , 
long-fufferingy  and  abundant  in  Goodnefs 

and 
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and  Truth  j  keeping  Mercy  for  Thousands, 
forgiving  Iniquity ,  Tranjgrejpon ,  and  Sin. 
That  he  is  (low  to  Anger,  and  plenteous  in 
Mercy  ',  that  he  will  not  always  chide ,  neither 
will  he  keep  bis  Anger  for  ever  ‘  that  he  does 
not  deal  with  us  after  our  Sins,  nor  reward  us 
according  to  our  Iniquities  :  That  the  Lord  is 
good  to  all,  and  his  tender  Mercies  over  all 
his  Works :  That  the  Lord  is  nigh  unto  all 
them  that  call  upon  him,  to  all  that  call  upon 
him  in  Truth  j  that  he  will  fulfil  the  Defire  of 
them  that  fear  him,  and  will  alfo  hear  their 
Cry,  and  will  jave  them:  That  when  Fools, 
becaufe  of  their  Tranfgrefions  ,  and  becaufe  of 
their  Iniquities ,  are  a  filled,  Co  that  their 
Soul  abhorreth  all  Meat ,  and  they  draw  near 
unto  the  Gates  of  Death ,  if  they  cry  unto  the 
Lord  in  their  Trouble ,  he  faveth  them  out  of 
their  Diflreffes,  he  fendeth  his  Word  and 
hedleth  them ,  and  delivereth  them  from  their 
! VeflruBions  :  And  that  they  who  put  their 
Trufl  in  him,  floall  not  be  confounded. 

And  certainly,  'Where  we  have  fo  good 
and  gracious  a  God  to  deal  with,  and  who 
has  engaged  himfelf  by  his  Promife,  to 
hear  the  Petitions  we  offer  unto  him  in 
the  Name  of  his  blefled  Son,  we  need  not 
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fear  being  rejected,  where  we  feek  to  him 
in  a  due  Manner. 

As  to  private  Perfons  then,  where  they 
addrefs  themfelves  to  Heaven  by  Prayer, 
accompanied  with  true  Repentance,  they 
may  depend  upon  being  deliver’d  from  the 
Diftrefles  they  lye  under  *  except  God’s 
Glory,  or  their  own  Good,  require  the  con¬ 
trary.  It  may  be  their  Sins  have  given  the 
Wicked  that  Offence,  and  Occalion  of  blaf- 
pheming  the  Name  of  God,  that  can  only  be 
removed  by  their  Sufferings.  God  may  pof- 
ilbly  fee,  that  fliould  he  take  off  his  afflift- 
tng  Hand,  their  good  Vow's  and  Refoluti- 
ons  would  foon  vanifh,  and  their  Righte - 
out  fiefs  -prove  as  the  Morning  Dew ,  and  as  a 
Cloud  that  pafes  away.  So  that  it  is  in  Mer¬ 
cy  to  them,  that  their  Calamity  is  continued. 
Rut  ftili,  they  may  depend  on  their  Sins 
being  pardoned,  on  their  being  fupported 
by  God’s  Grace  to  bear  their  Affli&ion,  on 

J  J 

their  being  in  their  Souls  better’d  by  it,  and 
on  being  for  their  chearful  Submiffion  to, 
and  patient  Behaviour  under  this  Tryal 
Pent  on  them  by  God,  plentifully  rewarded 
in  the  next  World. 
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As  to  National  Judgments,  it  lcarce  ever 
happens,  that  where  there  is  a  general  A- 
mendment  of  Life,  God  does  not  remove 
the  Judgments  he  had  brought  on  a 
Nation. 

But  however,  tho’  there  fliould  not  be 
fuch  a  Reformation,  as  may  move  God  to 
withdraw  his  Stroke  on  a  finful  People,  yet 
is  there  Reafon  for  thofe  humble  Souls  who 
are  touch’d  with  the  Senfe  of  his  Juftice, 
and  of  their  own  Guilt,  and  truly  for  fake 
their  Sins,  to  depend  on  God’s  Mercy  to 
themfelves,  in  the  tnidft  of  fuch  general 
Calamity.  He  may  fave  their  Lives,  when 
he  will  not  hear  their  Cries  in  Behalf  of 
others.  He  may  remarkably  fuftain  them 
in  the  mid  ft  of  a  National  Drfircfs.  And 
though  for  wife  Ends,  he  fees  fit  to  fuffer 
them  to  be  involv’d  in  the  common  Ruin, 
yet  he  can  make  them  abundant  Amends 
for  their  Temporal  Sufferings  here,  by  ad¬ 
mitting  them  to  eternal  Happinefs  hereafter. 
And  on  this  Account  we  find  the  Scripture 
reprefenting  the  Righteous  who  died  juft 
as  God's  Judgments  were  coming  upon  the 
Jews  to  their  final  Ruin,  as  entring  into 
their  Chambers  for  a  while,  till  the  Cala- 
.  ■  •  "  .  D  2  raity 
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unity  was  over-paft  ,  and  as  taken  away 
from  the  Evil  pour’d  out  upon  their  People. 
So  that  every  one  who  feeks  to  God  under 
any  Aftli&ion,  whether  publick  or  private, 
and  forfakes  his  Evil  Ways,  will  find  his 
Account  in  fo  doing,  either  by  being  ref- 
cued  from,  or  fupportedunder  the  Suffer¬ 
ing  '■)  either  by  Temporal  Deliverance  here, 
or  the  Salvation  of  his  Soul  hereafter. 

Having  thus  gone  through  the  Heads  at 
firft  propos'd,  I  come  to  apply  what  has 
been  faid,  to  the  prcfent  Occafion. 

We  are  here  met  this  Day,  to  humble 
our  felves  before  Almighty  God,  and  in  a 
mo  ft  devout  and  folemn  Manner,  to  fend 
up  our  Prayers  and  Supplications  to  the  Di¬ 
vine  Majefty,  to  implore  his  Prote&ion, 
BTefling  and  Favour,  to  avert  all  thofe  Judg¬ 
ments  which  our  manifold  Sins  have  de¬ 
ft  rv’d,  and  to  perpetuate  the  Enjoyment  of 
the  Proteftant  Religion  among  us,  and 
Safety  and  Profperity  to  thefe  Kingdoms. 

And  certainly,  either  the  Greatnefs  of 
the  Bletfmgs  we  are  aflembled  to  pray  for, 
or  theTerriblenefs  of  the  Judgment  pour’d 
out  upon  a  neighbouring  Nation,  are  fuft 
ftcient  to  ftir  up  in  us  Fervency  of  Devo- 
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tion,  and  to  make  us  cry  mightily  to  God, 
to  avert  the  Stroke  hanging  over  us. 

If  ever  any  Nation  was  favour’d  by 
Heaven,  with  Blefiings  Temporal  and  Spi¬ 
ritual,  we  have  certainly  had  our  Share  : 
Being  bleft  with  a  fruitful  and  plentiful 
Countrey,  well  fituated  for  Commerce, 
thro’  the  Benefit  of  which  we  have  for  a^ 
bove  an  Age  been  gathering  Riches.  We 
have  had  the  Happinefs  of  being  reform’d 
from  the  grols  Errors  and  Superftitions  of 
Popery,  have  enjoy’d  the  free  Ufe  of  the 
Scriptures  in  a  Language  underftood  by 
the  People,  and  have  had  the  Benefit  of 
the  clear  Light  of  the  Gofpel.  We  have 
been  remarkably  deliver’d  from  the  fecret 
and  open  Attempts  of  our  Enemies  to  de* 
ftroy  our  Religion  and  Liberty,  both  in 
our  own  Days  and  the  Days  of  our  Fore* 
fathers.  And  w  hen  it  has  pleas’d  God  to 
vifit  us  for  our  Sins,  he  has  done  it  gently, 
and  has  corrected  us  with  Meafure.  Not 
to  go  far  back ,when  in  the  T wo  late  Reigns, 
War  and  Peftilence  and  Famine  ravag’d 
other  Nations  about  us,  we  only  felt  the 
pxpence  of  War  without  its  Devaftations 
ip  our  Countrey  j  the  deftroying  Angel 

was 
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was  kept  from  us,  and  out  of  our  Harvefts 
were  the  Neceffities  of  otherLands  fupplied. 

As  thefe  are  remarkable  and  continued 
Inftances  of  God’s  Goodnefs  to  us  '  fo  if 
we  examine  either  our  Gratitude  to  him 
for  his  Bleflings,  or  our  Amendment  un¬ 
der  his  Correftions,  I  fear,  we  fhall  find 
neither  of  them  fuch  ,  as  can  give  us  rati¬ 
onal  Hopes  of  his  always  pcrfevering  in 
the  fame  Kindnefs  or  Gentlenefs  towards  us. 
It  will  therefore  very  much  become  us, 
when  God’s  Judgments  are  moving  about 
us,  to  awake  out  of  our  fpiritual  Lethargy, 
and  to  confider  whether  God  may  not  have 
a  Controverfy  with  this  People,  and  to  ex¬ 
amine  how  we  are  prepar’d  to  meet  him 
in  the  Way  of  his  Judgments. 

The  Hand  of  God  has  lain  very  heavy 
on  a  neighbouring  Nation  by  a  moft  dread¬ 
ful  Peftilence,  which  has  in  a  few  Months 
deftroy’d  near  Three  Fourths  of  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  one  of  the  moft  antient  and 
flourifiiing  Cities  of  that  Nation  ;  where, 
when  the  Malignity  of  the  Difeafe  was  at 
the  height,  lefs  than  Three  Days  put  an 
End  to  the  Life  of  the  moft  healthy,  with¬ 
out  any  Relief  from  the  Skill  of  the  Phy- 
’  fician  ; 
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fician  :  And  where  through  the  Fear  of 
Contagion ,  and  the  Number  of  thofe  af¬ 
fected  at  the  fame  Time.,  Thoufands  periflf  d 
in  the  Streets,  leaving  it  a  Doubt  whether 
they  were  kill’d  by  the  Diftemper,  or  loft 
for  want  of  common  Neceflaries. 

And  as  Part  of  the  South  of  Europe  has 
fuller’d  almoft  a  general  Devaftation  by  this 
terrible  Vifitation,  fo  has  not  the  North-Eajl 
been  infenfible  of  the  like  Stroke.  Yet 
God  be  prais’d  we  have  hitherto  been  pre- 
ferv’d  from  this  Contagion  ,  tho’  expofed 
to  it,  by  what  at  other  Times  is  our  great 
Advantage,  our  extended  Commerce. 

We  are  very  apt  when  we  hear  of  any 
fuch  fevere  and  uncommon  Sufferings  of  o- 
thers,  inftead  of  apprehending  it  may  be 
our  Turn  to  go  through  the  fame  Courfe 
next,  rather  to  think  that  the  Sufferers 
were  Sinners  of  an  extraordinary  Size, 
and  pull’d  down  on  their  Heads  fuch  a 
Meafure  of  Vengeance  by  fome  unheard- 
of  Provocations.  Thus  we  find,  Luk.  1 3. 
1,  a.  That  when  there  were  fome  prefent 
who  told  Jefus  of  the  Galileans ,  whofe  Blood 
Filate  had  mingled  with  their  Sacrifices  ,  He 
answering ,  f did  unto  them  ;  Snppofe  ye  that 
-  .  ,  thefe 


2i\.  A  Faft-Sermon  before  the 

thefe  Galileans  were  Sinners  above  all  the 
Galileans,  because'  they  J  lifer  eel  jiich  Things  ? 
Obferving  to  them  what  were  the  Thoughts 
of  their  Hearts  on  that  Occafion.  And 
in  the  next  Verfe  we  have  oUr  Blefted  Sa¬ 
viour  denying  their  unjuft  Surmife,  and 
admonifhing  them  by  what  Method  alone 
th  y  could  efcape  as  remarkable,  or  howe¬ 
ver  as  certain  a  Ruin,  v.  3.  I  tell  yon  nay, 
but  except  ye  repent  ,  ye  /ball  all  likewise  pe¬ 
ri  fh.  Teaching  us  neither  rafhly  to  over¬ 
charge  others  with  Guilt  for  what  they 
undergo  in  this  World,  nor  conceitedly 
to  aferibe  it  to  our  own  fuperior  Righte- 
oufnefs,  if  we  fare  better  than  others  in 
this  Life. 

Whatever  may  have  been  their  Iniqui¬ 
ties,  whofe  almoft  entire  Deftruftion  has 
of  late  fill’d  us  both  with  Pity  and  Terror  5 
I  fear,  if  we  look  round  this  Nation  with 
an  impartial  Eye,  we  iliall  have  reafon  to 
think ,  that  all  Things  conlider’d ,  we 
are  as  ripe  for  Judgment  as  they  could 
well  be. 

If  the  open  Denial  of  the  Being 
and  Providence  of  God  in  fome,  and  a 
Contempt  or  Negle<ft  of  his  Service  in 
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moft  ;  if  the  belt  of  Men  having  more 
of  the  Form  than  of  the  Power  of  God- 
linefs,  and  others  wholly  rcfting  in  the 
Ou tilde  of  God’s  Wor (hip  3  without  any 
inward  Affection  ;  and  fome  placing  their 
whole  Till  ft  in  the  Temple  of  the  Lord 
being  amongft  ns  ;  if  a  general  Ignorance 
of  the  Truths  and  Precepts  of  our  Holy 
Religion,  whilft  the  glorious  Light  of  the 
Gofpel  is  fliining  in  our  Land  j  if  Curling 
and  prophane  Swearing  j  and  I  wi(h  I  could 
not  fay,  if  a  more  lerious  and  folemn  ta¬ 
iling  God’s  Name  in  vain  ;  if  Ingratitude, 
and  murmuring  and  repining  under  our 
Deliverances  ;  and  Infallibility  and  Im- 
penitency  under  God’s  Judgments  •  ifUn- 
eafinefs  and  Difobedience  to  our  Superiors 
of  every  Kind  ;  if  Lying,  Hypocrify  and 
Diffimulation  ,  if  Slandering  and  Backbi¬ 
tings;  if  Envy,  Hatred,  Malice,  and  Un¬ 
charitable  Quarrels  and  DKfentions  :  if 
Fraud,  Cheating  and  Over-reaching ;  if  Co- 
vetoufnefs  and  an  immoderate  Love  of 
Wealth,  which  we  have  lately  feen  dif- 
playing  it  felf  in  all  Degrees  and  Orders 
of  Men  amongft  us,  beyond  the  Example 
of  former  Ages ;  if  Pride ,  Luxury,  and 
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Extravagance  \  if  Debauchery  and  Intem¬ 
perance  j  if  Idlenefs  and  the  Negle£l  of  our 
feveral  Callings  j  if  Hearts  wholly  fet  on 
this  World,  and  forgetful  of  the  Concerns 
of  another  Life ;  if,  I  fay,  thefe  Things 
can  be  thought  either  the  Fore-runners  or 
Occafions  of  the  Ruin  of  a  Nation,  we 
have  nothing  but  the  never-failing  Mer¬ 
cies  of  God  to  fly  to  for  refcuing  us  from 
Dcftru&ion. 

And  if  befide  thefe  Sins  ,  which  are  al- 
moft  committed  in  the  Face  of  the  Sun,  e- 
very  one  would  enquire  into  the  Sores  of 
his  own  Heart,  and  confider  his  fecret  Sins, 
how  can  we  think  to  abide  it,  if  God 
fhould  arife  to  judge  our  Land  ? 

Let  us  not  then  be  unconcerned, when  we 
hear  of  the  fevere  Strokes  of  God’s  Juftice 
on  the  neighbouring  Nations,  as  tho’  our 
Righteoufnefs  could  prote&  us,  or  we  had 
made  a  Covenant  with  Death,  and  the  Pe- 
ftilcnce  could  not  approach  us.  Neither 
let  the  InefFeitualnefs  of  human  Means  to 
deliver  us  from  the  impending  Evil,  or 
the  Confcioufnefs  of  our  own  Wicked- 
ncfs,  and  the  Wickednefs  of  our  People, 
throw  us  into  Defpair,  as  tho’ there  were 
no  Remedy  to  be  found.  We 
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We  have  Teen  that  there  is  a  gracious 
and  merciful  God  to  fly  to  in  the  greateft 
Diftrefs.  Him ,  therefore,  let  us  feck, 
while  he  may  be  found ;  on  him  let  us  call, 
while  he  is  near  j  both  to  avert  this  ter¬ 
rible  Calamity  with  which  we  are  threa¬ 
ten’d,  and  to  continue  to  us  thofe  Spi¬ 
ritual  and  Temporal  Bleflings  we  now 
enjoy. 

And  to  difpofe  him  to  hear  us  in  this 
Day  of  ©ur  Trouble,  let  us  confefs  to 
him,  and  bemoan  the  crying  Sins  of  our 
Nation  *.  And  becaufe  the  refting  here, 
and  imputing  to  the  Provocations  of  others, 
the  Occafion  of  what  we  fear,  is  but  Hy- 
pocrify  in  the  Sight  of  God,  let  us  like- 
wife  fearch  and  try  every  one  our  own 
Ways,  and  take  to  our  felves  Shame  and 
Confufion  of  Face,  for  aflifting  to  pull 
down  Vengeance  on  our  Country  j  and 
let  us  humble  our  felves,  and  beg  of  God 
to  pardon  our  own  Tranfgrefllons,  as  well 
as  the  Iniquities  of  our  Land.  And  let 
our  Prayers  be  attended  with  a  firm  Pur- 
pofe  to  for  fake  our  wicked  Ways ,  and  our 
unrighteous  Thoughts ,  and  to  turn  unto  the 
Lord  our  Cod :  And  let  them  be  follow’d 

by 
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by  a  fuitable  Pra&ice,  by  our  fubduing 
every  vicious  Habit,  by  our  removing  our 
Affe&ions  from  this  World ,  and  placing 
them  on  God,  and  that  Happinefs  he  has 
promis’d  his  faithful  Servants  in  another 
Life  j  and  by  planting  in  our  Minds  every 
virtuous  Habit,  to  the  bringing  forth  in 
us  every  good  Work.  And  if  we  gene¬ 
rally  do  thus,  it  will  deliver  us  from  the 
Calamity  we  fear,  and  lengthen  the  Tran¬ 
quillity  of  our  Nation.  But  fhould  others 
fail  of  doing  their  Duty,  yet  whoever 
thus  flies  to  God,  on  hint  will  he  have 
Mercy ,  and  him  will  he  abundantly  par¬ 
don.  Such  an  one  may  hope  to  be  pre- 
ferv’d  from  the  deftroying  Peftilence , 
fhould  God  vifit  our  Land  with  it ,  but  , 
whatever  his  Lot  may  be  here,  may  with 
Confidence  depend  on  obtaining  ever- 
lafting  Happinefs  hereafter. 
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